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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 17 

Meaningful Education for the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Institution-wide commitment  |  Curriculum  |  Applied learning  |  Student action 

DIRECT RESPONSE: YES - ALL PROGRAMMES 

Al Ain University has an institution-wide commitment to meaningful education around the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The commitment applies across all programmes through University strategy, the 

common undergraduate education framework, discipline-specific curricula, research and experiential 

learning, and University-wide student activities. Programme delivery is adapted to the SDGs relevant to 

each discipline. 

  



 

 

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSE 

1. Meaningful SDG education is an 

institution-wide commitment 

Al Ain University responds Yes, with coverage across all programmes. AAU treats sustainable 

development as an educational responsibility extending beyond environmental topics. Its approach 

connects the environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainability with ethics, inclusion, 

health, innovation, responsible professional practice, community engagement and partnerships. 

The commitment is implemented through four connected layers: a University strategy that names 

sustainability as a core value and links institutional goals to the SDGs; a common University education 

structure for undergraduate students; discipline-specific curriculum and learning outcomes across the 

colleges; and applied research, projects, field experience, volunteering, conferences, workshops and 

public engagement. This structure makes SDG education relevant to each student's field while 

maintaining a common institutional purpose. 

THE requirement AAU institutional evidence Coverage 

Commitment to meaningful SDG 

education 
Strategic Plan, Teaching and Learning Strategy, public SDG portal and 

sustainability education framework University-wide 

Relevant and applicable to 

students 
General University Education, published study plans and discipline-specific 

curricula All undergraduate programmes 

Meaningful learning Credit-bearing study, research, capstones, clinical/field learning, student 

projects and service 
Undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

Evidence in the reporting year 2024 student research conference, Environmental Day, Innovation Day, 

wastewater workshop, health symposium and civic-learning activities 
Both campuses and multiple 

colleges 

Public evidence: E01  |  E02  |  E03  |  E05  |  E06  |  E08  |  E10 

CLASSIFICATION 

All programmes - institution-wide commitment, with SDG content delivered through common University 

learning and programme-relevant disciplinary pathways. AAU does not rely on a single optional event or 

one specialist programme. 

 

General University Education 
General University Education (GUE) courses are a set of 33 credit hours courses that must be studied by 

all undergraduate candidates at AAU regardless of their major. These courses cover topics from wide 

diverse fields to emphasize the interdisciplinary nature of knowledge and to reinforce the spirit of 

inquiry. These courses aim to equip the candidates with a comprehensive range of essential knowledge, 

fundamental personal and professional skills and essential attitudes; enabling them to purse smoothly in 

their university studies, and perform highly in their careers. This set of courses are divided into two main 

categories: First, the compulsory courses which include 9 courses (27 CR.H.). Second, the elective 

courses cluster which include (6 CR.H). and is divided into two sub sets: society and civilization set and 

managerial skills set. AAU candidates are requested to choose one course (3 CR.H.) from each elective 

sub set. 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cms-academic/sites/default/files/2025-08/THE.SustainabilityImpactRatings.METHODOLOGY.2026.v2.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/sdgs/sdg17/17-4-1
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/uploads/pages/al_ain_university_sdgs_sdg17_17-4-1_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education


 

 

 

 



 

 

STRATEGY AND GOVERNANCE 

2. Sustainability is embedded in AAU's 

educational direction 

AAU's 2021-2025 Strategic and Operational Plans provide the institutional basis for SDG education. 

Sustainability is identified among the University's values. The plan commits AAU to curricular reform and 

innovation in all areas of academic programmes, the development of quality programmes responsive to 

the University's educational mission, and the use of teaching, research and community engagement to 

contribute to sustainable society. 

The plan's community-engagement goal commits the University to addressing educational, cultural, 

social and economic interests and explicitly maps this work to SDGs 4, 16 and 17. Its supporting 

objectives include collaborative partnerships with schools, businesses, government agencies, 

community organisations, religious institutions and civic organisations; participation in teaching and 

learning across educational levels; external outreach; and collaboration with academic institutions in 

teaching, research, consultancy and training. 

 
Extract from AAU's 2021-2025 Strategic Plan: sustainability is a University value and curricular reform and innovation apply across 

academic programmes. 

Public evidence: E05  |  E13  |  E14  |  E15 

https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/goals-and-objectives
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/aau-vision-mision/
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/sustainable-development-goals


 

 

 



 

 

Goals and Objectives 

 

2.1 Teaching, learning and quality assurance 
The University Teaching and Learning Strategy converts the institutional mission into a common 

framework for curriculum, pedagogy, assessment and student development. The University Catalog, 

study plans and Student Handbook publish the academic structure through which this framework is 

implemented. The February 2024 QAA International Quality Review independently examined AAU's 

institutional arrangements and recognized the University's SDG initiative as good practice within an 

established quality system that uses review, monitoring, stakeholder feedback and academic 

governance. 

Public evidence: E06  |  E07  |  E08  |  E09  |  E11  |  E12 

  

https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.camp2019.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_aau_annual_report_2023_-_2024_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.library.aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_student_handbook__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/reports/al-ain-university-iqr-24.pdf?sfvrsn=632bb681_7


 

 

EDUCATION ARCHITECTURE 

3. A whole-university model reaches students 

through formal and applied learning 

AAU's SDG education model is deliberately multi-layered. Common University learning gives 

undergraduate students a shared foundation. Programme requirements then connect sustainability to 

the knowledge, ethics and professional responsibilities of each discipline. Postgraduate learning extends 

this through advanced inquiry and research. Co-curricular and community-based activity allows students 

to apply knowledge to authentic problems. 

Layer How learning is delivered Educational purpose 

Institutional Strategy, values, Teaching and Learning Strategy, SDG portal A common commitment and vocabulary across the 

University 

Common undergraduate General University Education and published programme 

requirements 
Ethical, civic, cultural, communication, innovation 

and transferable capabilities 

Discipline-specific Core/elective courses, projects, practical work, clinics, field 

and professional learning 
Apply SDG challenges and trade-offs within each 

profession 

Postgraduate and research Research methods, thesis/dissertation work, symposia and 

collaborative research 
Generate and communicate evidence, innovation 

and solutions 
Experiential and co-

curricular 
Competitions, conferences, volunteering, workshops, 

campaigns and partnerships 
Translate knowledge into action, teamwork and 

community impact 

Public evidence: E05  |  E06  |  E08  |  E09  |  E10  |  E17  |  E19  |  E21 

Education (ED) 
Education represents the basis for the sustainable development of a nation in its three dimensions: 

economic, social and environmental. Al Ain promotes an active learning process, which aims to help 

develop skills for action; that is, capacities to imagine, investigate, plan and act. 

AAU has an important role to play in two fundamental aspects: increasing awareness and learning about 

sustainability, providing the skills they need to participate, now and in the future, in projects aimed at 

achieving it, and developing sustainable habits. 

https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education
https://aau.ac.ae/en/spi/sustainability-research-centre
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research


 

 

 

 

3.1 Education for sustainable development 
AAU's sustainability education framework defines education as the basis for economic, social and 

environmental sustainability. It promotes active learning that develops students' capacities to imagine, 

investigate, plan and act. The stated educational role is to increase sustainability awareness and 

learning, equip learners with skills to participate in sustainable projects, and develop sustainable habits. 

These are substantive learning outcomes rather than simple awareness of the 17 goal labels. 

Public evidence: E17  |  E18 

  

https://green.aau.ac.ae/education
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education/number-of-coursessubjects-related-to-sustainability-offered-example


 

 

LEARNING FOR ALL STUDENTS 

4. Common University education establishes 

an institution-wide foundation 

AAU publishes a General University Education component alongside programme and college 

requirements. This provides a common institutional route through which undergraduate students 

develop knowledge and capabilities that underpin SDG 4.7: sustainable development, responsible 

citizenship, respect for diversity, ethics, cultural understanding, innovation and the ability to 

communicate and act in society. Because this component forms part of the academic structure rather 

than a voluntary club, the University's commitment reaches students across undergraduate 

programmes. 

The 2024-2025 University Catalog, the 2023-2024 study plans and the 2024-2025 Student Handbook 

establish the formal academic context. Programme-level learning then builds on this common 

foundation through discipline-relevant required and elective study. The University therefore combines 

breadth for all students with depth appropriate to each programme. 

Public evidence: E04  |  E08  |  E09  |  E10  |  E11 

4.1 Documented sustainability-bearing curriculum 
AAU's public sustainability record identifies credit-bearing courses with sustainability embedded in their 

syllabi and describes them as part of the core curriculum. The published sample spans engineering, 

pharmacy, law and business, including environmental engineering, water resources, wastewater, air 

pollution, environmental law, corporate social responsibility, healthcare management, human-resource 

development, business law and ethics, and related professional subjects. The current catalog and 

programme portals demonstrate that AAU maintains the institutional curriculum structure through 

which this learning is delivered. 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education
https://www.library.aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_student_handbook__2024_2025_en.pdf


 

 

 
AAU's published sustainability-course sample demonstrates credit-bearing curriculum integration across engineering, pharmacy, law 

and business. 

Public evidence: E08  |  E09  |  E18  |  E22 

Documented curriculum cluster Illustrative subjects in AAU's public sample SDG learning 

Environment and infrastructure Environmental Engineering; Water Resources Engineering; 

Wastewater Engineering; Air Pollution Engineering 
Water, cities, responsible production and 

climate 
Health and life Science and Life; Toxicology and First Care; Industrial Pharmacy 

Training; Healthcare Management 
Health, prevention, safe practice and well-

being 
Law and institutions Protection of the Environment Law; Advanced Studies in Protection of 

the Environment Law; Business Law and Ethics 
Environmental governance, justice and 

professional ethics 
Responsible economy and 

organisations 
Corporate Social Responsibility; Human Resource Development; 

Strategic, Quality and Operations Management 
Decent work, responsible business, 

innovation and partnerships 
  

https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education/number-of-coursessubjects-related-to-sustainability-offered-example
https://aau.ac.ae/en/programs/search


 

 

ALL-PROGRAMME COVERAGE 

5. SDG learning is adapted to every 

disciplinary field 

Meaningful SDG education requires disciplinary relevance. AAU's colleges develop the knowledge and 

professional capabilities needed to address different parts of the 2030 Agenda. The matrix below shows 

how the institution-wide commitment becomes applicable across the programme portfolio; the SDG 

mapping reflects the published programme purposes, curriculum records and 2024 learning activities. 

Programme field Meaningful SDG education pathway Principal SDGs 

Engineering and computing 
Environmental, water, wastewater and air-pollution engineering; sustainable 

infrastructure; digital innovation; responsible technology and applied problem-

solving 
6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13 

Pharmacy, nutrition and health Public health, safe and effective care, nutrition, prevention, clinical practice, 

research ethics and health innovation 2, 3, 4, 9, 10 

Law Environmental protection, justice, rights, institutions, professional ethics and the 

legal frameworks supporting sustainable society 5, 10, 13, 16 

Business Corporate social responsibility, ethics, sustainable management, entrepreneurship, 

finance, decent work and responsible production 5, 8, 9, 12, 13 
Education, humanities and social 

sciences 
Inclusive education, social research, culture, tolerance, well-being, equality and 

community problem-solving 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 16 

Communication and media Responsible communication, digital media, public-interest messaging, crisis 

communication, dialogue and community awareness 4, 10, 11, 13, 16 
Nursing and newer health 

provision 
Person-centred care, prevention, health promotion, inclusion and community 

health practice 3, 4, 5, 10 

Postgraduate programmes Advanced research, professional leadership, evidence generation and solution 

development within law, education, business, pharmacy, engineering and health 3, 4, 8, 9, 16, 17 

Public evidence: E22  |  E23  |  E24  |  E25  |  E26  |  E27  |  E28  |  E29  |  E30 

DISCIPLINE-RELEVANT DELIVERY 

All programmes share the institutional commitment, while each programme teaches the SDGs through the 

problems, methods, ethics and professional responsibilities most relevant to its graduates. 

 

  

https://aau.ac.ae/en/programs/search
https://engineering.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-civil-engineering
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-pharmacy
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nutrition-and-dietetics
https://law.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-law
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-arts-in-applied-sociology
https://business.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-business-administration
https://communication.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-communication-and-crisis
https://nursing.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing


 

 

MEANINGFUL LEARNING OUTCOMES 

6. Students learn to understand, investigate 

and act 

AAU's approach develops the competencies needed to engage with complex sustainable-development 

challenges. Students encounter SDG issues in formal content, apply disciplinary methods, work with 

external stakeholders, communicate findings, and reflect on social and professional responsibilities. 

Capability AAU learning route 2024 illustration 

Systems understanding Interdisciplinary and programme-specific study of connected 

social, economic and environmental issues 
Annual Student Conference themes linked health, 

employment, AI, media, heritage, volunteering and 

sustainability 
Evidence and inquiry Research methods, faculty-led research, capstones, 

postgraduate projects and peer-reviewed presentation 
Student conference and Health and Biomedical 

Postgraduate Symposium 
Innovation and problem-solving Projects, competitions, design and industry collaboration Innovation Day and Siemens Energy collaboration 
Ethical and civic responsibility Professional ethics, law, social sciences, tolerance, inclusion 

and community engagement 
Tolerance activities, People of Determination workshops 

and Aoun Award service 
Action and partnership Clinical, field, volunteer and partner-supported learning Health awareness, environmental activity and practical 

self-sufficiency workshop 
Communication Presentations, posters, public education, media and 

knowledge exchange 
Research presentation, campaigns and public-interest 

workshops 

Public evidence: E17  |  E20  |  E21  |  E31  |  E34  |  E37  |  E39  |  E40  |  E41  |  E44 

 
AAU students and faculty engage directly with sustainability concepts through presentations and discussion. 

  

https://green.aau.ac.ae/education
https://aau.ac.ae/en/Research/research-and-scholarly-activities/collaborative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-won-the-third-place-in-%E2%80%9Caoun%E2%80%9D-award-for-community-service
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-and-siemens-energy-collaborate-to-foster-research-and-innovation-in-the-energy-sector


 

 

REPORTING-YEAR EVIDENCE 

7. The 2024 education portfolio spans the 

SDGs 

The 2024 reporting year shows that SDG education was active across academic, research, professional 

and community-learning settings. Activities were delivered through multiple colleges and central 

University units, providing complementary opportunities beyond formal coursework. 

2024 educational activity Learning design and student engagement SDG focus 

Annual Student Conference Peer-reviewed research by students, faculty and staff; more than 54 presenters 

from eight Arab countries 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 16, 17 

Seventh Annual Environmental Day Recurring environmental education, expert input, awareness and practical 

participation 4, 12, 13, 17 
Innovation Day Student creativity, collaborative problem-solving and sustainable solutions 4, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 
Sustainable wastewater treatment workshop Research-informed learning on water treatment and industrial-waste reuse 6, 9, 12, 13 
World Environmental Education Congress Faculty research presentations and sharing of environmental education and 

community initiatives 4, 13, 17 
Health and Biomedical Postgraduate 

Symposium 
Research talks, posters, oral presentations, three-minute thesis and professional 

exchange 3, 4, 9, 17 

Health awareness day to combat obesity Nutrition students explained healthy dishes; external medical advice supported 

prevention learning 2, 3, 4, 17 

Inclusion, tolerance and community service Workshops and volunteering translated rights, inclusion and social responsibility 

into action 4, 10, 11, 16, 17 

Public evidence: E31  |  E32  |  E33  |  E34  |  E35  |  E36  |  E37  |  E38  |  E39  |  E40  |  E41 

  

https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/more-than-54-university-students-from-8-arab-countries-presented-their-research-at-al-ain-university
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/workshop-titled-sustainable-methods-for-wastewater-treatment
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-health-awareness-day-to-combat-obesity-1
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-won-the-third-place-in-%E2%80%9Caoun%E2%80%9D-award-for-community-service
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance


 

 

RESEARCH-INFORMED EDUCATION 

8. Research, projects and partnerships turn 

SDG knowledge into solutions 

AAU connects teaching to inquiry through research centres, research policies, collaborative scholarship, 

capstone projects, poster sessions and postgraduate research. The Sustainability Research Centre 

provides an institutional focus for work on sustainable development, while the Deanship of Scientific 

Research and college structures support faculty and student research. 

The 2024 Annual Student Conference explicitly included sustainable development and the role of 

university students among its nine research themes. All papers were subject to expert peer review, and 

the conference sought collaborative research, exchange of experience and the development of young 

researchers. Its 19-21 February programme provided a structured educational route from inquiry to 

public presentation. 

The 8 February Health and Biomedical Postgraduate Symposium similarly combined keynote learning, 

oral and poster presentation, a three-minute thesis competition, interdisciplinary scientific competitions 

and professional dialogue. Innovation Day and the Siemens Energy agreement added solution 

development, industry problems, joint research, pilot projects and student participation in the energy 

sector. 

Public evidence: E19  |  E20  |  E21  |  E31  |  E32  |  E34  |  E37  |  E44 

EDUCATION THROUGH INQUIRY 

Students do not only learn what the SDGs are. They investigate SDG-related problems, use disciplinary 

evidence, design and test responses, present results, receive expert feedback and work with partners able 

to implement solutions. 

 

  

https://aau.ac.ae/en/spi/sustainability-research-centre
https://aau.ac.ae/en/Research/research-and-scholarly-activities/collaborative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/more-than-54-university-students-from-8-arab-countries-presented-their-research-at-al-ain-university
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-and-siemens-energy-collaborate-to-foster-research-and-innovation-in-the-energy-sector


 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

9. Environmental education combines 

curriculum, research and participation 

AAU's environmental education is visible in credit-bearing engineering and law subjects, its 

Sustainability Research Centre, annual environmental events, technical workshops and student-facing 

activities. This creates progression from concepts and disciplinary methods to investigation, 

communication and practical action. 

In 2024, the seventh Annual Environmental Day demonstrated a recurring University educational series. 

The Sustainable Methods for Wastewater Treatment workshop connected SDG 6 to research on 

purifying wastewater through materials derived from industrial waste. AAU's participation in the 12th 

World Environmental Education Congress shared research on environmental issues and presented 

University initiatives in climate, environmental sustainability and environmental education. 

  

AAU's recurring Environmental Day combines practical participation with sustainability teaching and expert exchange. 

Public evidence: E18  |  E19  |  E23  |  E26  |  E33  |  E35  |  E36 

9.1 Sustainable living and resource awareness 
The My Farming, My Self-Sufficiency workshop, delivered with the General Women's Union, added 

practical learning on sustainable agriculture and self-sufficiency. Health, nutrition and environmental 

activities reinforce the relationship between responsible individual practice, community resilience and 

the wider SDG framework. 

Public evidence: E38  |  E43 

  

https://green.aau.ac.ae/education/number-of-coursessubjects-related-to-sustainability-offered-example
https://aau.ac.ae/en/spi/sustainability-research-centre
https://engineering.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-civil-engineering
https://law.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-law
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/workshop-titled-sustainable-methods-for-wastewater-treatment
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-health-awareness-day-to-combat-obesity-1
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cmy-farming-my-self-sufficiency%E2%80%9D-workshop-in-collaboration-with-the-general-women%E2%80%99s-union


 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY 

10. SDG education includes people, rights, 

health, work and society 

AAU's education around the SDGs is broader than climate and the environment. Programmes in health, 

nutrition, law, education, social sciences, business and communication address the human and 

institutional dimensions of sustainable development. Students learn through formal study and through 

practical experiences concerned with well-being, inclusion, equality, decent work, ethical practice, 

innovation, tolerance and community responsibility. 

Sustainability dimension Curricular and applied learning 2024 evidence 

Health and well-being Pharmacy, nutrition, nursing, health research, prevention and 

community education 
Health symposium, obesity awareness and open 

health activities 
Equality and inclusion Education, sociology, law, student support and inclusive 

professional practice 
People of Determination training and disability-

sport participation 
Peace, tolerance and institutions Law, social science, culture, dialogue and ethical citizenship Student participation in promoting tolerance 
Decent work and economic capability Business, entrepreneurship, professional development, 

innovation and employer engagement 
Professional-development series and Innovation 

Day 
Community responsibility Volunteering, service, campaigns and partnership-based learning National recognition through the Aoun Award for 

Community Service 

Public evidence: E24  |  E25  |  E26  |  E27  |  E28  |  E29  |  E30  |  E37  |  E38  |  E39  |  E40  |  E41  |  E42 

 

https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-pharmacy
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nutrition-and-dietetics
https://law.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-law
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-arts-in-applied-sociology
https://business.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-business-administration
https://communication.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-communication-and-crisis
https://nursing.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-health-awareness-day-to-combat-obesity-1
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-won-the-third-place-in-%E2%80%9Caoun%E2%80%9D-award-for-community-service
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/professional-development-workshop-series-alumni-office-initiative


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The 2nd AAU Health and Biomedical Postgraduate Symposium 

Your Hub for Biomedical Sciences, Health, Pharmacy and Nutrition 

 

 

A health awareness day to combat obesity 

 



 

 

The College of Pharmacy, in collaboration with the Student Affairs Deanship at the Al Ain University (Abu 

Dhabi campus), organized a health awareness day to combat obesity. 

The Ideal Medical Center participated in the awareness day, providing a range of necessary medical 

advice and guidance for adopting a healthy diet and lifestyle to combat obesity. Additionally, there was 

an emphasis on the importance of daily exercise. 

A group of nutrition students from the College of Pharmacy participated in a competition for the best 

healthy dish. The participating students presented a detailed explanation of the contents and nutritional 

value of their healthy dishes. A judging committee comprised of faculty members evaluated the dishes, 

and prizes and certificates of appreciation were awarded to the top three winners. 

A training workshop entitled “Etiquette for Dealing with People of Determination” 

 

The Deanship of Student Affairs at Al Ain University (Abu Dhabi headquarters) organized a training 

workshop entitled “Etiquette for Dealing with People of Determination,” presented by the professor. 

Amin Al-Attas - Psychologist and certified trainer. 

The workshop included a detailed explanation of the concept and definition of disability, an explanation 

of the different types of disabilities, including auditory, visual, motor, and sensory disabilities, and how 

to deal with the different categories of disabilities correctly, such as not looking at them for a long time 

in a staring manner to avoid embarrassing them, meeting them with a smile when dealing with them, 

and not showing any strange reaction. When seeing them and other correct behaviors when dealing 

with people of determination. 

The workshop aimed to enhance awareness and understanding of how to deal correctly and 

professionally with people of determination, which had a positive impact on students and further 

strengthened understanding and respect towards people of determination, increasing students’ 

awareness and motivating them to interact positively and building bridges of communication with 

people of determination and all members of society in various areas of life. 



 

 

Al Ain University won the Third place in “Aoun” Award for Community Service 

 

The Deanship of Student Affairs at Al Ain University has won third place at the UAE level in the Awn 

Award 2023-2024 for Community Service in the Universities category. The UAE Red Crescent Authority 

organized the award in collaboration with the Emirates Foundation for Education. 

Prof. Ibtehal Abu Rezeq, Vice President for Development and Follow-up, and Dean of Student Affairs 

expressed her pride in the winning students who actively participated in society and engaged in 

voluntary work, and were able to overcome all surrounding conditions and launched numerous 

innovative community initiatives.  

Al Ain University Students Participate in Promoting the Values of Tolerance 

 

On the occasion of International Tolerance Day, students from the Tolerance Club at the Deanship of 

Student Affairs (Abu Dhabi campus) attended the "Tolerance: A Steady Approach and a Sustainable 

Legacy" event by Mohamed bin Zayed University for Humanities. The event brought together students 

from tolerance clubs across various universities in the UAE. 

The event featured three discussion sessions: the first addressed the values of tolerance in the vision of 

the late Sheikh Zayed, may he rest in peace; the second focused on tolerance in child upbringing (in 

English); and the third highlighted the UAE’s initiatives supporting tolerance. The students emphasized 

the importance of fostering this noble human value. 



 

 

Professional Development Workshop Series: Alumni Office Initiative 

 

Professional development is one of the vital aspects in the career of graduates, as it contributes to 

enabling them to integrate into the labor market and develop their skills continuously. In this context, 

the alumni office plays a pivotal role by organizing a series of programs and activities aimed at preparing 

graduates to face the challenges of professional life. 

The professional development series offered by the alumni office aims to achieve several main goals, 

including: developing personal and professional skills by offering workshops and training courses 

focused on professional development to enhance employment opportunities, in addition to providing 

specialized professional consulting and assistance in providing employment platforms and practical 

training to achieve professional sustainability and to encourage graduates to continue learning and 

continuous development throughout their career. 

The professional development series includes a variety of programs and activities aimed at meeting the 

different needs of graduates such as: training workshops where the workshops cover various topics such 

as resume writing, preparing for job interviews, and negotiation skills. The courses cover multiple areas 

such as Career Success, How to successfully pass a job interview, the art of making and managing a team 

and digital marketing. These courses are organized in cooperation with educational and professional 

institutions specialized in this field, such as the Khalifa Fund, INJAZ UAE and many other companies. 

The professional development series offered by the alumni office is a pioneering initiative that seeks to 

enable graduates to achieve their career goals and successfully integrate into the labor market. Through 

a variety of programs and activities, the office provides the necessary support for graduates to be able 

to face the challenges of the future and achieve sustainable success in their career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

QUALITY AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

11. Academic governance sustains the 

commitment 

AAU's commitment is maintained through the same institutional systems that govern academic quality. 

The Strategic Plan sets the University-wide direction; the Teaching and Learning Strategy guides 

educational practice; catalogs and study plans make programme structures public; college and 

University committees review curricula; and research, external engagement and student feedback 

connect learning to current societal and professional needs. 

The QAA International Quality Review in February 2024 provides independent external confirmation of 

an established quality system. The review identified AAU's Sustainable Development Goals initiative as 

good practice and documented formal arrangements for programme oversight, stakeholder 

engagement and continuous improvement. This external finding confirms that AAU's SDG commitment 

is embedded within institutional quality processes rather than existing only as a collection of events. 

 
AAU's strategic community-engagement goal links sustainable society, partnership, teaching, research and outreach to SDGs 4, 16 and 

17. 

Public evidence: E05  |  E06  |  E07  |  E08  |  E09  |  E11  |  E12 

11.1 Faculty and partner contribution 
Faculty expertise and external partnerships keep SDG learning current and applied. Research 

collaborations, guest experts, professional bodies, government and community organisations contribute 

cases, data, technical knowledge, field settings and problems for student learning. AAU's faculty-

development and professional-development activity supports effective teaching, mentoring, innovation 

and knowledge exchange. 

Public evidence: E20  |  E21  |  E36  |  E37  |  E42  |  E44 

  

https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.camp2019.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_aau_annual_report_2023_-_2024_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.library.aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_student_handbook__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/reports/al-ain-university-iqr-24.pdf?sfvrsn=632bb681_7
https://aau.ac.ae/en/Research/research-and-scholarly-activities/collaborative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/professional-development-workshop-series-alumni-office-initiative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-and-siemens-energy-collaborate-to-foster-research-and-innovation-in-the-energy-sector


 

 

NATIONAL AND GLOBAL ALIGNMENT 

12. Education supports SDG 4.7 and the 

UAE's sustainable development 

The educational commitment directly supports UN Target 4.7, which calls for learners to acquire the 

knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including sustainable lifestyles, 

human rights, gender equality, peace and non-violence, global citizenship, cultural diversity and 

culture's contribution to sustainability. 

AAU's institutional model reflects those themes through curriculum, professional ethics, health and 

well-being, inclusion, environmental learning, entrepreneurship, responsible technology, community 

service and international exchange. The University strategy also aligns education, research and 

community engagement with national priorities for a knowledge-based, innovative and sustainable UAE. 

SDG 4.7 element AAU educational expression 

Sustainable development and lifestyles Environmental courses, annual environmental education, sustainable agriculture and resource-

management learning 

Human rights, equality and inclusion Law, social sciences, inclusive education, People of Determination training and gender-focused 

initiatives 
Peace and global citizenship Tolerance, dialogue, ethical responsibility, Arab and international student research exchange 

Culture and identity General University Education, national and Arab heritage, language, communication and 

cultural activities 
Knowledge and skills for action Research, projects, professional practice, volunteering, innovation and partnerships 

Public evidence: E04  |  E05  |  E13  |  E14  |  E31  |  E36  |  E39  |  E41  |  E43 

The annual student conference of the Association of Deanships of Student Affairs 

"Sustaining the Quality of University Life in light of COP28" 

 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/goals-and-objectives
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/aau-vision-mision/
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cmy-farming-my-self-sufficiency%E2%80%9D-workshop-in-collaboration-with-the-general-women%E2%80%99s-union


 

 

AAU participated in the WEEC 2024 

 

Al Ain university (AAU) actively engaged in the 12th World Environmental Education Congress (WEEC 

2024), to emphasize its commitment to environmental issues and sustainable development. AAU’s 

professors presented a variety of research presentations discussing environmental issues, and the 

university also participated in the accompanying exhibition, showcasing its community initiatives in 

climate, environmental sustainability, and environmental education. 

The hosting of this global conference by the United Arab Emirates reflects its commitment to 

environmental sustainability. Al Ain University, aligned with this vision, is dedicated to applying the 

highest standards of environmental sustainability through education, scientific research, community 

activities, and university infrastructure. The university is committed to providing high-quality education, 

organizing conferences, workshops, and launching initiatives that serve the youth and contribute to 

enhancing sustainable entrepreneurship for the future. 

Al Ain University takes pride in its ranking as the 5th in the United Arab Emirates in the 2024 QS World 

Sustainability Ranking. Additionally, the university has achieved advanced positions in Sustainable 

Development Goals, ranking 6th globally in Goal 4 (Quality Education), 33rd globally in Goal 5 (Gender 

Equality), and 88th globally in Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth). The university is also a 

member of the Universities Climate Network, a network of 33 local universities collaborating in 

education, research, and community service in environmental protection and climate change mitigation. 

Al Ain university offers a diverse range of programs and specializations that align with its educational 

outcomes and sustainable development goals. Al Ain University actively seeks to strengthen its 

relationships and establish collaborative agreements with external institutions interested in 

environmental issues, including the Abu Dhabi Environment Agency and the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and 

Food Safety Authority. 

Al Ain University made a notable contribution to COP 28, with its professors delivering oral 

presentations and research papers addressing environmental, climate, sustainability, and artificial 

intelligence issues. The university's students also participated in the Climate Ambassadors program, 

innovation competitions, and entrepreneurship challenges. 



 

 

The university prioritizes the promotion of scientific research and encourages professors to conduct 

innovative research that serves the environment, addresses climate challenges, and generates creative 

solutions. 

Al Ain University Students Participate in Promoting the Values of Tolerance 

 

On the occasion of International Tolerance Day, students from the Tolerance Club at the Deanship of 

Student Affairs (Abu Dhabi campus) attended the "Tolerance: A Steady Approach and a Sustainable 

Legacy" event by Mohamed bin Zayed University for Humanities. The event brought together students 

from tolerance clubs across various universities in the UAE. 

The event featured three discussion sessions: the first addressed the values of tolerance in the vision of 

the late Sheikh Zayed, may he rest in peace; the second focused on tolerance in child upbringing (in 

English); and the third highlighted the UAE’s initiatives supporting tolerance. The students emphasized 

the importance of fostering this noble human value. 

A Workshop entitled “My Farming, My Self-Sufficiency” Workshop in Collaboration 

with the General Women’s Union 

 

The Deanship of Student Affairs at Al Ain University (Abu Dhabi campus) organized a workshop titled 

“My Farming, My Self-Sufficiency” in collaboration with the General Women’s Union. The workshop was 

presented by Engineer Amjad Omar Al-Akhal, Director of Emirates Hydroponic Farms for Vegetables, and 



 

 

covered several key topics, including the historical evolution of agriculture, an introduction to 

hydroponic farming, the benefits of applying such agricultural practices, and the main types of plants 

suitable for hydroponic systems. The workshop also featured a practical component where students 

learned about different agricultural media, types of seeds suitable for hydroponic farming, and how to 

plant in alternative media to soil. These activities aim to enhance environmental awareness among 

students and encourage them to adopt sustainable agricultural practices. By learning about hydroponic 

farming techniques, students can apply this knowledge in their daily lives and contribute to conserving 

natural resources. Additionally, the workshop helps students develop practical skills in agriculture and 

environmental conservation. 

 

  



 

 

CONTINUITY AFTER 2024 

13. The institution-wide commitment remains 

active and is expanding 

Later evidence is presented as continuity, not as a substitute for the 2024 reporting-year record. AAU 

continued to make SDG education visible through its eighth Annual Environmental Day in 2025, focused 

on climate finance and environmental sustainability; a 2025 event specifically addressing the role of 

education and partnerships in achieving the SDGs; and a ninth Environmental Day in 2026 focused on 

zero waste and the circular economy. 

AAU also joined the MENA Business Schools Alliance for Sustainability in 2026, extending the 

University's access to regional collaboration and responsible-management education. Public recognition 

continued through a top-100 position in the 2025 THE Impact Rankings and 84th worldwide in the 2026 

THE Sustainability Impact Ratings. 

Year Continuing evidence Educational significance 

2024 Formal curriculum and strategy plus a broad portfolio of 

research, sustainability, health, inclusion and service learning Core reporting-year implementation 

2025 Eighth Environmental Day; education-and-partnerships SDG 

event; top-100 Impact Rankings result Recurring provision and explicit SDG education 

2026 Ninth Environmental Day; MEBAS participation; 84th 

worldwide in Sustainability Impact Ratings 
Deeper regional learning network and continued institutional 

performance 

Public evidence: E33  |  E45  |  E46  |  E47  |  E48  |  E49  |  E50  |  E51 

AAU organizes the 7th Annual Environmental Day 2024 

 

The College of Business at Al Ain University recently held its Seventh Annual Environmental Day under 

the theme "Climate Change and its Impact on Economic Development in the 21st Century". The event 

was organized jointly by Dr. Mosab I. Tabash, Dr. Shorouq Eletter, and Dr. Tahira Yasmin. The 

University's president, Prof. Ghaleb El Refae, presided over the event, which was attended by deans, 

faculty from other colleges, staff, and students. The event's primary objective was to raise awareness 

about the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, specifically SDG4, SDG7, and SDG13. Different 

views from experts, academicians, students, and researchers enriched the day. The event began with a 

https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-among-top-100-global-institutions-according-to-the-impact-rankings-2024
https://www.education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/eighth-annual-environmental-day-promoting-awareness-of-climate-finance-and-environmental-sustainability
https://aau.ac.ae/en/events/2025/the-role-of-education-and-partnerships-in-achieving-sustainable-development-goals
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/aau-ranks-among-the-top-100-globally-in-the-%E2%80%9Cthe-impact-rankings-2025%E2%80%9D
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-ranks-84th-worldwide-in-the-sustainability-impact-ratings-2026
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/9th-annual-environmental-day-highlights-zero-waste-as-a-driver-of-sustainability-and-circular-economy
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-joins-mena-business-schools-alliance-for-sustainability-mebas


 

 

welcome speech by Dr. Zafar Husain, Dean of the College of Business. He discussed the College's role in 

promoting sustainability, ethics, and corporate social responsibility in Business. 

During the Environmental Day event at Al Ain University, the speakers shared their insights about 

environmental sustainability and climate change. Aisha Al Mazroui, Project Manager of the Sustainable 

Campus Initiative from the Environmental Agency- Abu Dhabi (EAD), talked about the different 

initiatives EAD took and encouraged students to participate in their activities to help create a clean and 

green environment. Dr. Tahira Yasmin from Al Ain University discussed the "Degrowth Strategy" for 

Combating Climate Change Challenges globally and in the UAE, highlighting the cost of climate change to 

economic development.  

For the first time on Environmental Day, a student-to-student panel discussion took place where 

students discussed the relationship between climate change and economic development. They 

concluded that climate change poses multifaceted challenges to economic growth, such as disrupting 

agricultural productivity, leading to food shortages and price volatility. 

All University colleges participated in the event by setting up booths reflecting their commitment to 

protecting the environment. Additionally, a plantation drive for Ghaf trees was conducted on the 

university premises, sponsored by Barari Natural Resources, with the participation of the AAU President, 

faculty members, and students. 

Al Ain University is part of the Sustainable Campus initiative supervised by the Abu Dhabi Environmental 

Agency and has ranked high in UI Green Metric World University Ranking, Sustainability Ranking, and 

Impact Ranking. The University is increasingly focusing on addressing urgent environmental issues. 

Al Ain University Among Top 100 Global Institutions According to THE Impact 

Rankings 2024 

 

Al Ain University (AAU) has been ranked among the TOP 100 universities worldwide in Times Higher 

Education Impact Rankings 2024, after being ranked among the top 200 globally last year. 

The Times Higher Education Impact Rankings evaluate universities based on the 17 United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which include: no poverty, zero hunger, good health and well-

being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, 

decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation, and infrastructure, reduced inequalities, 



 

 

sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below 

water, life on land, peace, justice and strong institutions, and partnerships for the goals. 

Al Ain University also, topped the ranking for three main SDGs by securing; # 11 (SDG 4- Quality 

Education), # 5 (SDG 5 -Gender Equality), and #37 (SDG 8- Decent Work and Economic Growth) among 

the 1963 listed universities worldwide by the ‘THE Impact Ranking 2024’. These achievements confirm 

the university's commitment to achieving sustainable development goals and enhancing its positive 

impact on society and the world. 

Prof. Ghaleb Al Refae (AAU President) indicated that the global ranking results confirm the AAU’s 

commitment to achieving the highest quality standards in education in line with the sustainable 

development goals, in addition to providing a sustainable educational environment for students. He 

affirmed that the university's progress in the rankings demonstrates its prestigious position as an active 

contributor to achieving the sustainable development goals through its strategic plans, scientific 

research, various initiatives, and the continuous diligent work of all university staff to achieve more 

successes. 

Prof. Nazih Khaddaj Mallat (Vice President for Accreditation & QA), stated: "This achievement reflects 

our commitment to excellence and sustainability and making a positive impact on our global 

community. This accomplishment is the result of the concerted efforts at the university from all parties. 

We extend our thanks to the faculty members, staff, students, and partners who contributed to this 

success. We will continue to strive together to achieve more accomplishments." 

Al Ain University aims to enhance its academic standing and reputation both locally and globally in the 

field of sustainable development by focusing on improving the quality of scientific research, organizing 

conferences, launching initiatives, and continuing to work towards achieving more goals in the future. 



 

 

The role of education and partnerships in achieving sustainable development goals 

 

AAU ranks among the Top 100 globally in the “THE Impact Rankings 2025” 

 

In a new academic achievement added to its distinguished record, Al Ain University has made 

remarkable global progress by being ranked among the Top 100 universities worldwide in the Times 

Higher Education Impact Rankings 2025. This ranking evaluates universities' impact in achieving the 

United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This milestone marks the university’s ongoing commitment to excellence in the areas of education, 

quality, sustainability, and equality. Al Ain University earned outstanding scores in several SDGs, most 

notably: 

12th globally in Goal 4: Quality Education 



 

 

21st globally in Goal 5: Gender Equality 

49th globally in Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 

This ranking is a testament to the university’s strong commitment to enhancing the quality of education, 

empowering women, and fostering a sustainable work environment and balanced economic growth, in 

line with the UAE’s vision of academic leadership and comprehensive development. 

The university administration affirmed that this global advancement reflects institutional efforts at all 

levels, including the development of academic programs, adoption of best practices in education and 

research, and the establishment of effective partnerships with both local and international 

communities. 

It is worth noting that the Times Higher Education Impact Rankings is one of the most prominent global 

rankings that evaluates universities’ commitment to achieving the 17 SDGs set by the United Nations. It 

is based on comprehensive data across several areas, including education, equality, climate action, 

innovation, and more.  

Al Ain University Ranks 84th Worldwide in THE Sustainability Impact Ratings 2026 

 

Al Ain University has achieved a new global milestone by ranking 84th worldwide in the Times Higher 

Education Sustainability Impact Ratings 2026, reaffirming its strong commitment to supporting the 

Sustainable Development Goals and strengthening its impact in education, scientific research, and 

community service. 

This ranking reflects Al Ain University’s advanced international standing and its continuous efforts to 

adopt sustainable practices and develop an educational and research environment that contributes to 

creating a tangible positive impact, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

Al Ain University also demonstrated outstanding performance in three Sustainable Development Goals, 

including SDG 4: Quality Education, through supporting inclusive and quality learning for all; SDG 8: 

Decent Work and Economic Growth, through promoting employment opportunities and sustainable 

growth; and SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities, through empowering individuals and supporting equal 

opportunities. 



 

 

This achievement reaffirms Al Ain University’s commitment to continuously developing its academic, 

research, and community initiatives, while strengthening its role as an active higher education 

institution that supports sustainability, enhances the quality of education, and builds partnerships that 

contribute to sustainable development locally and globally. 

The university’s achievement in this global ranking also reflects its ongoing efforts to connect education 

with societal impact and to employ scientific research and innovation in addressing development 

challenges, further enhancing its international presence among higher education institutions with 

sustainable impact. 

9th Annual Environmental Day Highlights Zero Waste as a Driver of Sustainability 

and Circular Economy 

 

The College of Business at Al Ain Campus organized the “9th Annual Environmental Day 2026” under the 

theme “Zero Waste as a Practical Engine for Sustainability and Circular Economy: Insights from 

Sustainable Development Goal 12,” reaffirming its commitment to integrating sustainability into 

education and institutional practices. 

The event was inaugurated by the University President, Prof. Ghaleb El Refae, in the presence of deans, 

faculty members, administrative staff, and students. In his remarks, he emphasized the importance of 

adopting practical solutions to reduce waste and advance sustainability. He also toured student-led 

sustainable SME projects that reflected innovative efforts to support the circular economy. Prof. Zafar 

Husain, Dean of the College of Business, highlighted the necessity of aligning academic curricula with the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 8, 9, and 12, to prepare 

environmentally responsible future generations. 

The program featured distinguished speakers from government and industry who addressed key issues 

related to waste management, the circular economy, and the role of artificial intelligence in accelerating 

sustainability transformation. Activities included a recycling workshop in which students repurposed 

obsolete furniture into functional products, as well as a plantation drive held on campus. 

This initiative aligns with the Sustainable Campus program under the supervision of the Environment 

Agency – Abu Dhabi and reflects the institution’s continued progress in global sustainability rankings, 

reinforcing its commitment to environmental responsibility and community engagement. The event was 



 

 

organized by Prof. Mosab I. Tabash, Prof. Shorouq Eletter, and Dr. Tahira Yasmin, with the primary aim 

of raising awareness about waste management, promoting the circular economy, and advancing the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

Al Ain University Joins MENA Business Schools Alliance for Sustainability (MEBAS) 

 

Al Ain University has joined the MENA Business Schools Alliance for Sustainability (MEBAS), marking a 

new step in advancing its role in promoting sustainability and responsible management education at 

both regional and international levels. 

This membership reflects the University’s strategic commitment to embedding sustainability principles 

within its academic and research frameworks, particularly through the College of Business, while 

strengthening collaboration with leading business schools across the MENA region. 

As part of this milestone, Al Ain University has been featured on the MEBAS interactive map, reinforcing 

its position among prominent institutions dedicated to sustainable development and responsible 

business education. 

Through this partnership, the University seeks to expand impactful academic collaborations, support the 

integration of sustainable business practices, and enhance the engagement of faculty members, 

students, and the wider community in initiatives that address regional and global sustainability 

challenges. 

Prof. Ghaleb Al Refae, President of Al Ain University, emphasized that the University’s membership in 

MEBAS represents a strategic step that reflects its strong commitment to sustainability and its role in 

preparing graduates capable of meeting the demands of sustainable development and the future job 

market. He noted that this partnership contributes to expanding academic and research collaboration 

and to exchanging expertise with leading educational institutions in the region, in support of the UAE’s 

vision of building a sustainable knowledge-based economy. 

This step aligns with the United Arab Emirates’ efforts to promote sustainability and innovation and to 

reinforce the role of educational institutions as active partners in achieving sustainable development 

goals at both the local and global levels. 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

FORMAL CONCLUSION 

14. Confirmed institutional response 

YES - ALL PROGRAMMES 

Al Ain University has a University-wide commitment to meaningful education around the Sustainable 

Development Goals, relevant and applicable across its programme portfolio. 

 

The commitment is established through AAU's strategy, values and teaching-and-learning framework; 

delivered through common University education and programme-specific curricula; deepened through 

postgraduate research and professional learning; and translated into action through projects, 

conferences, environmental education, health promotion, innovation, inclusion, volunteering and 

external partnerships. 

The 2024 evidence demonstrates active implementation across multiple colleges, both academic levels 

and a broad range of SDGs. The seventh Annual Environmental Day, Innovation Day, sustainable 

wastewater workshop, World Environmental Education Congress participation, Annual Student 

Conference, Health and Biomedical Postgraduate Symposium, health and inclusion activities, tolerance 

work and nationally recognized community service together show a sustained, meaningful education 

model. 

Accordingly, AAU's response is classified as All Programmes: the University establishes a shared 

commitment for all students and delivers the SDGs through the knowledge, methods, ethics and real-

world responsibilities appropriate to each discipline. 

Public evidence: E02  |  E03  |  E05  |  E06  |  E08  |  E10  |  E12  |  E31  |  E33  |  E34  |  E37 

  

https://aau.ac.ae/en/sdgs/sdg17/17-4-1
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/uploads/pages/al_ain_university_sdgs_sdg17_17-4-1_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/reports/al-ain-university-iqr-24.pdf?sfvrsn=632bb681_7
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium


 

 

PUBLIC EVIDENCE REGISTER 

15. Linked evidence sources 

All evidence identifiers used in the report resolve to public sources. Core reporting-year evidence is 

dated 2024 or forms part of the academic year ending in 2024; later sources are identified as continuity 

evidence. 

ID Public source Use in this report 

E01 THE Sustainability Impact Ratings Methodology 2026 Indicator definition, categories, evidence year and scoring 

basis 
E02 AAU public SDG 17.4.1 evidence page 

AAU's public page for the indicator 

E03 AAU SDG 17.4.1 public evidence document 
AAU's public evidence document for the indicator 

E04 United Nations SDG 4 and Target 4.7 
UN Target 4.7 and the global education mandate 

E05 AAU Strategic and Operational Plans 2021-2025 Institutional strategy, sustainability value and all-programme 

direction 
E06 AAU Teaching and Learning Strategy 2021-2025 

University-wide teaching and learning framework 

E07 AAU Annual Report 2023-2024 
2023-2024 institutional implementation record 

E08 AAU University Catalog 2024-2025 
2024-2025 curriculum and programme framework 

E09 AAU Undergraduate Study Plans 2023-2024 
Reporting-cycle undergraduate programme structures 

E10 AAU General University Education 
Common General University Education provision 

E11 AAU Student Handbook 2024-2025 
Student academic framework and learning environment 

E12 QAA International Quality Review of Al Ain University - February 2024 Independent 2024 quality review and SDG good-practice 

recognition 
E13 AAU Goals and Objectives 

Institutional goals linking education and sustainable society 

E14 AAU Vision, Mission and Values 
Mission and sustainability as an AAU value 

E15 AAU Sustainable Development Goals portal 
Public institution-wide SDG commitment 

E16 AAU Sustainable Programs and Initiatives 
Portfolio of sustainable programmes and initiatives 

E17 AAU GreenMetric Education framework AAU education-for-sustainability statement and active-

learning approach 
E18 AAU sustainability-related course sample 

Published sustainability-bearing core-curriculum sample 

E19 AAU Sustainability Research Centre 
Institutional sustainability research infrastructure 

E20 AAU collaborative research and scholarly activities 
Collaborative research and knowledge exchange 

E21 AAU research policies 
Research governance supporting student and faculty inquiry 

E22 AAU academic programmes portal 
University-wide academic programme portfolio 

E23 Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
Engineering education route 

E24 Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy 
Pharmacy education route 

E25 Bachelor of Science in Nutrition and Dietetics 
Nutrition and dietetics education route 

E26 Bachelor of Law 
Law education route 

E27 Bachelor of Arts in Applied Sociology 
Social-science education route 

E28 Bachelor of Business Administration 
Business education route 

E29 Bachelor of Communication and Crisis 
Communication and crisis education route 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cms-academic/sites/default/files/2025-08/THE.SustainabilityImpactRatings.METHODOLOGY.2026.v2.pdf
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cms-academic/sites/default/files/2025-08/THE.SustainabilityImpactRatings.METHODOLOGY.2026.v2.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/sdgs/sdg17/17-4-1
https://aau.ac.ae/en/sdgs/sdg17/17-4-1
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/uploads/pages/al_ain_university_sdgs_sdg17_17-4-1_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/uploads/pages/al_ain_university_sdgs_sdg17_17-4-1_en.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_strategic_%26_operational_plans_2021_-_2025_2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.engineering.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_teaching_and_learning_strategy_2021_-_2025_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.camp2019.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_aau_annual_report_2023_-_2024_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://www.camp2019.aau.ac.ae/publications/reports/al_ain_university_aau_annual_report_2023_-_2024_2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_university_catalog__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_undergraduate_programs__2023_2024_en.pdf
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education
https://aau.ac.ae/en/admission/undergraduate/general-university-education
https://www.library.aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_student_handbook__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.library.aau.ac.ae/publications/handbooks/al_ain_university_student_handbook__2024_2025_en.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/reports/al-ain-university-iqr-24.pdf?sfvrsn=632bb681_7
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/reports/al-ain-university-iqr-24.pdf?sfvrsn=632bb681_7
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/goals-and-objectives
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/goals-and-objectives
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/aau-vision-mision/
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/aau-vision-mision/
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/sustainable-development-goals
https://aau.ac.ae/en/about-aau/sustainable-development-goals
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/sustainable-programs-and-intiatives
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/sustainable-programs-and-intiatives
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education/number-of-coursessubjects-related-to-sustainability-offered-example
https://green.aau.ac.ae/education/number-of-coursessubjects-related-to-sustainability-offered-example
https://aau.ac.ae/en/spi/sustainability-research-centre
https://aau.ac.ae/en/spi/sustainability-research-centre
https://aau.ac.ae/en/Research/research-and-scholarly-activities/collaborative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/Research/research-and-scholarly-activities/collaborative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research
https://aau.ac.ae/en/policies/research
https://aau.ac.ae/en/programs/search
https://aau.ac.ae/en/programs/search
https://engineering.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-civil-engineering
https://engineering.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-civil-engineering
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-pharmacy
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-pharmacy
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nutrition-and-dietetics
https://pharmacy.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nutrition-and-dietetics
https://law.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-law
https://law.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-law
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-arts-in-applied-sociology
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-arts-in-applied-sociology
https://business.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-business-administration
https://business.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-business-administration
https://communication.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-communication-and-crisis
https://communication.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-communication-and-crisis


 

 

ID Public source Use in this report 

E30 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Nursing education route and portfolio continuity 

E31 
Annual Student Conference of the Association of Deanships of Student Affairs in 

Arab Universities - 2024 Peer-reviewed 2024 conference including sustainable 

development 

E32 More than 54 students from eight Arab countries present research at AAU - 2024 Implemented 2024 student-research participation and 

regional reach 
E33 AAU Seventh Annual Environmental Day - 2024 

Recurring environmental education in 2024 

E34 Innovation Day: Uniting Minds to Drive Sustainable Solutions - 2024 
Applied innovation and sustainable-solution learning in 2024 

E35 Workshop: Sustainable Methods for Wastewater Treatment - 2024 
Technical SDG 6 and circular-materials education in 2024 

E36 AAU participation in the World Environmental Education Congress - 2024 
International environmental-education exchange in 2024 

E37 Second AAU Health and Biomedical Postgraduate Symposium - 2024 
Postgraduate health-research education in 2024 

E38 AAU health awareness day to combat obesity - 2024 
Applied nutrition and health-promotion education in 2024 

E39 AAU workshop on etiquette for dealing with People of Determination - 2024 
Inclusive practice and disability-awareness education in 2024 

E40 AAU wins third place in the Aoun Award for Community Service - 2024 
Recognized student community-service learning in 2024 

E41 AAU students promote the values of tolerance - 2024 
Tolerance and citizenship education in 2024 

E42 AAU Professional Development Workshop Series - 2024 
Recurring professional and employability education in 2024 

E43 AAU workshop My Farming, My Self-Sufficiency - 2024 Practical self-sufficiency and sustainable-agriculture learning 

in 2024 
E44 AAU and Siemens Energy research and innovation collaboration - 2024 Industry-connected research, innovation and student 

learning in 2024 
E45 AAU among the top 100 in THE Impact Rankings 2024 

Institutional SDG performance in the 2024 Impact Rankings 

E46 AAU Eighth Annual Environmental Day - 2025 
2025 continuation of annual environmental education 

E47 AAU event: The role of education and partnerships in achieving the SDGs - 2025 
2025 explicit education-and-partnerships SDG event 

E48 AAU among the top 100 in THE Impact Rankings 2025 
2025 continuation of externally assessed SDG performance 

E49 AAU ranks 84th worldwide in THE Sustainability Impact Ratings 2026 
2026 sustainability-impact result 

E50 AAU Ninth Annual Environmental Day: Zero Waste and Circular Economy - 2026 2026 continuation through zero-waste and circular-economy 

education 
E51 AAU joins the MENA Business Schools Alliance for Sustainability - 2026 

2026 regional alliance for sustainability education 

 

 

https://nursing.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing
https://nursing.aau.ac.ae/en/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-annual-student-conference-of-the-association-of-deanships-of-student-affairs
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/more-than-54-university-students-from-8-arab-countries-presented-their-research-at-al-ain-university
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/more-than-54-university-students-from-8-arab-countries-presented-their-research-at-al-ain-university
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-organizes-the-7th-annual-environmental-day-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/innovation-day-uniting-minds-to-drive-sustainable-solutions
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/workshop-titled-sustainable-methods-for-wastewater-treatment
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/workshop-titled-sustainable-methods-for-wastewater-treatment
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/aau-participated-in-the-weec-2024
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://conferences.aau.ac.ae/en/the-2nd-aau-health-and-biomedical-postgraduate-symposium
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-health-awareness-day-to-combat-obesity-1
https://www.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-health-awareness-day-to-combat-obesity-1
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-training-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cetiquette-for-dealing-with-people-of-determination%E2%80%9D-2
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-won-the-third-place-in-%E2%80%9Caoun%E2%80%9D-award-for-community-service
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-won-the-third-place-in-%E2%80%9Caoun%E2%80%9D-award-for-community-service
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-students-participate-in-promoting-the-values-of-tolerance
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/professional-development-workshop-series-alumni-office-initiative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/professional-development-workshop-series-alumni-office-initiative
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cmy-farming-my-self-sufficiency%E2%80%9D-workshop-in-collaboration-with-the-general-women%E2%80%99s-union
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/a-workshop-entitled-%E2%80%9Cmy-farming-my-self-sufficiency%E2%80%9D-workshop-in-collaboration-with-the-general-women%E2%80%99s-union
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-and-siemens-energy-collaborate-to-foster-research-and-innovation-in-the-energy-sector
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-and-siemens-energy-collaborate-to-foster-research-and-innovation-in-the-energy-sector
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-among-top-100-global-institutions-according-to-the-impact-rankings-2024
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2024/al-ain-university-among-top-100-global-institutions-according-to-the-impact-rankings-2024
https://www.education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/eighth-annual-environmental-day-promoting-awareness-of-climate-finance-and-environmental-sustainability
https://www.education.aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/eighth-annual-environmental-day-promoting-awareness-of-climate-finance-and-environmental-sustainability
https://aau.ac.ae/en/events/2025/the-role-of-education-and-partnerships-in-achieving-sustainable-development-goals
https://aau.ac.ae/en/events/2025/the-role-of-education-and-partnerships-in-achieving-sustainable-development-goals
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/aau-ranks-among-the-top-100-globally-in-the-%E2%80%9Cthe-impact-rankings-2025%E2%80%9D
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2025/aau-ranks-among-the-top-100-globally-in-the-%E2%80%9Cthe-impact-rankings-2025%E2%80%9D
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-ranks-84th-worldwide-in-the-sustainability-impact-ratings-2026
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-ranks-84th-worldwide-in-the-sustainability-impact-ratings-2026
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/9th-annual-environmental-day-highlights-zero-waste-as-a-driver-of-sustainability-and-circular-economy
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/9th-annual-environmental-day-highlights-zero-waste-as-a-driver-of-sustainability-and-circular-economy
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-joins-mena-business-schools-alliance-for-sustainability-mebas
https://aau.ac.ae/en/news/2026/al-ain-university-joins-mena-business-schools-alliance-for-sustainability-mebas

